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SWEET TOOTH AND THE BOYS REACH NEW 
MORAL LOWS IN THE MOST REPUGNANT 
DRIVING GAME EVER CREATED. 
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Blow up world landmarks in eight new 
challenging, multilevel battlegrounds. 
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A host of new weapons and combo moves 
allows for gruesome, more creative kills. 
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Humiliate and torture your friends with 
eight split-screen, two-player battle- 
grounds. 
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There was madnesS in the Mile High City in mid-August, all 
thanks to World Championship Wrestling — and, as has been the 
case for oh-so- -long, the thugs from The New World Order. Ona 
Thursday evening at the sold out Denver Coliseum, WCW presented 
Clash of the Champions, a nine-match mega-show that was 
broadcast live on TBS. Tony Schiavone and Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan served as the main commentators, with.special insider 
help on select matches from wrestling whiz Mike Tenay. Plus, 
“Mean” Gene Okerlund offered his traditional interviews. 
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| CLASH 


of the 


The evening opened with, perhaps, the most exciting 
match of the night. Certainly the most move-filled..“The 
Man of 1,000 Holds” Dean Malenko went head-to-head for 
the fourth time this summer with Rey Mysterio, Jf., for the 
Cruiserweight Championship, and the former titlist opened 
the offense early, attacking Mysterio before the/bell. Mysterio 
rebounded and, about 90 seconds into the contest, had the 
first two-count of the night. Mysterio’s wealth of wrestling 
moves overshadowed his considerable experience 
disadvantage. Said Schiavone, “Rey Mysterio, Jr., thinks on 


his féet.better than any 21-year-old.” Malenko’s arsenal 4 


included an impressive brain buster that included that jump! 


for added pain. Mysterio’s attack included a somersault into … 
a senton splash and a moonsault off the guard rail. “Every 0 


time Rey Mysterio, Jr., wrestles, he offers something new 
something different, something revolutionary,” Schiavon 
said. As the match progressed, Malenko was able to kick ou 
f a frankensteiner and eventuall rfected a fireman’s 
arry Off the top rope into a gutbust ver his knee. He 
from referee R 
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he Chicago Bulls finished 
the 1995-96 season with a 
72-10 regular-season 
record en route to NBA 
Championship glory. It 
was an amazing feat by an incredible 
team, led by the game’s greatest player 
ever: Michael Jordan. 

But what about those 10 losses? 

Losing is a part of athletics. Always 
has been. Always will be. It just 
has to be. And losing is a major 
part. Some say losing is as 
important — to the good teams — 
as winning. Losing builds 
character, re-focuses a team. Sure, 
at times losing is embarrassing, 
but it is an integral part of 
championships. It is so rare that a 
team goes through a season 
without a setback. Think about it, 
Alex Wright wasn’t even born 
and The Giant was in diapers 
when the 1972 Miami Dolphins 
tan amuck through the NFL, 
culminating with a Super Bowl- 
winning season. That was the last 
undefeated team. 

So can The Giant rebound 
from his Hog Wild loss — of the 
WCW World Heavyweight 
Championship — to Hulk Hogan? 

“Absolutely. Absolutely. The 
only person who can stop The 
Giant is, The Giant,” said former 
wrestler Terry Taylor. “At 24, with 
less than one year in the business, 
this was a great learning lesson 
for him. Think about it, if you are 
the best in the business and get 


beat by Hulk Hogan, what shame is 
there in that?” 

Maybe just a bruised ego. 

“1 think that loss was a wake-up call. 
It was something I needed in my 
career, especially this early,” The Giant 
said. “It’s not a case where I won’t ever 
be champion again, because I know | 


will. It’s just a matter of being more 
careful about my opponents, watching 
my back at all times because even at 
Hog Wild in Sturgis (S.D.), there was 
no one there in my corner watching 
my back.” 

“Hogan is going to run and hide, 
but eventually he is going to have to 
face me again. As I look back on the 
match in Sturgis, I think it was a 


ferent kind of match. We finally got 
see the coward that Hulk Hogan 
ally is. From my standpoint, he 
ttainly was one of the strongest 
mpetitors I have ever faced, but, at 
€ same time, he doesn’t have 
thing else up his bag of tricks ... 
I've seen everything he has. Next time 
get the win. Rather quickly. And 
Ill be back on top, where 
long.” 
_ The Giant told WCW Magazine that 
won't “toy” with Hogan should 
ley meet again. The Giant added that 
he will go for the instant “kill.” The 
ant even went so far as to say that, 
next match won't last as long as 
5 ting-entrance. And that’s about 
‘seconds, 
“think Hogan finally realizes that 
one supports him anymore and 
th nO one supporting you, it makes 
ings a lot harder,” The Giant said. 
or a man like Hulk Hogan who has 
t his whole career on fan support, 
bound to effect him. Personally, I 
never needed fan support; I never 
d about it. That means it doesn’t 
t my game-plan.” 
The Giant captured the title earlier 
this year from Ric Flair, then defended 
the strap from every force. From The 
ur Horsemen to fan favorite after 
favorite. 
"My first (title) reign was 
uncompromised,” he said. “I had title 
defenses against some of the best 
hletes in the world. I don’t think 
ihere’s anyone in the world who can 
peat me one-on-one, and Sturgis 
tainly wasn’t a one-on-one 


encounter. Heck, how many other 
wrestlers have had to bring weapons, 
such as chairs and two-by-fours, to the 
ring just to try to stop me?” 

We asked The Giant about Randy 
Savage’s claim that he “let down 
WCW” by not defeating Hulk Hogan? 

“I think Randy is nothing more 
than a dog who is chasing his own tail. 
It’s that simple,” The Giant snapped, 
his eyes bulging with anger. “Randy 
Savage has got his fingers in 
everything. He’s got problems with The 
Four Horsemen, with Hulk Hogan, 
with me. If you look at things, 
Randy Savage is the 
problem. Period. I 
don’t worry about 
him too much. I 
think he’s nothing 
more than a big dog 
with a loud bark. 
I’m not worried 
about his bite.” 

The Giant added: 
“I hear people say 
that I’ve already 
reached my peak in 
this sport. My 
answer to that: 
No way ... that’s 
impossible. How 
can you reach your 
peak after only 
eight months? I’ve 
gone farther — and 
faster — than any 
rookie; in = this 


business. I 
guarantee that, in 
20 years, you’ll 


be saying ‘Hulk Who? The Giant was 
the greatest of all time!’” 

That statement, upon reviewing the 
transcript of the tape from our talk 
with The Giant was ... well, let’s just 
say it left some doubt in our minds as 
to whether or not The Giant was an 
NWO-backer 100-percent, or maybe 
spear-heading a plot to destroy 
The NWO. 

“Most people think I am slow and 
clumsy. Well, I’m not clumsy and I’m 
slow only because I can be! If I need to 
turn up the speed, I will,” he said. 

Now The Giant’s comments get real 
interesting ... 

“I'm on a systematic pattern, out to 
destroy everyone who is close to Hulk 
Hogan, then, finally, The Man,” he 
said. “The NWO is nothing more than 
a band of thugs. It’s real easy to sneak 
up on people and attack them from 
behind. But, if they played a fair hand 
and faced some of WCW’s best 
straight-on, they wouldn’t stand a 
chance. I look at Kevin Nash and see a 
devious, nasty person ... and I respect 
him for that. But, at the same time, I 
think he’s a coward. I’m not worried 
about him, especially if he’s by 
himself. Scott Hall, he’s a total coward. 
He talks big, and that’s it! He’s the 
school kid who pays someone to 
protect him. By himself, Scott Hall is 
weak. Very weak.” 

Now do you see why we question 
The Giant’s true loyalty? 

“Taskmaster” Kevin Sullivan has 
brewed up some crazy concoctions in 
the past, but, if it’s his plan to infiltrate 
The NWO with The Giant, Sullivan 
truly would be one of the smartest 
minds in this sport. Only time will tell. 
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Bobby “The Brain” Heenan is the co-host of WCW Monday 


this gang of thugs? I 
don’t like them and 
never will like them, but 
have learned a lot about 
them with the addition 
of Ted DiBiase joining 
the fray. Ted and I go 
back a long way. A very 
long way. He has helped 
me with financial advice 
for years and I have a lot 
of respect for him — and 
have gotten a lot of extra 
money thanks to him. So 
why is he siding with 
The New World Order. 
Business. That’s it, plain 
and simple. My guess is, 
Ted Turner offered him, 
oh, $5 million per year 
to join WCW — and Ted 
was insulted; he can 
make that in a month. I 
don’t know what 
DiBiase’s exact plans are, nor 


Nitro Live on TNT. He also serves as color commentator on 


WCW Clash and PPV broadcasts. 
All the views expressed are his and his alone! 
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pip cer who 
has rything I 


into the the bro 
Eric Bischoff © 
That’s not gonna . 1 spent one 
year building Nitro into the 
most-watched wrestling show on 
television, blowing past the USA 
Network along the way. And this Las 
Vegas loser thinks he’s gonna steal 
my thunder tha o his knowledge 
of wrestling h ll, he’s got 
another th 
chair Tenay 
when | ge 
electric 


gosh, I don! 
about that. B 
booth with Eri 
enough ... now I’ve got another 
moron to try and educate. Why isn’t 
it just me and Larry Zbyszko for two 


broadcast 


MY broadcast 
y way, stay off 


with no busines 
booth ... stay ot 
the air and we 
= The NW 


| start with 


choff is bad | 


hours? That's what the fans really 
want. Tenay, you're a busy-body : 


do I know what The NWO 
has in store, but I do know 
— with Mr. DiBiase serving 
as the CEO — it will be a 
Fortune 500 company 


by year’s end. And that scares me to | 


no end!! 

For here on out, I will refer to the 
Renegade as Sam. Why, you ask? In 
tribute to the California-based 


company Sports Accessories and | 0 


Memorabilia, makers of bobbing 
head dolls. Think about it, 
humanoids. 

Dave Penzer, the most useless 
employee in WCW history, has the 
simple task of introducing wrestlers 
before their matches. Penzer says 
the wrestlers’ name, weight and 
hometown — and yet still has to 
read off note-cards. Gee, any moron, 
you'd think, would be able to 


remember those simple things — but 
Penzer’s ignorance 


not Penzer. 
shined as bright as the Florida sun 
on Aug. 26, when Monday Nitro 


originated from Palmetto, just south _ 
That dimwit forgot | 


of Tampa. 
his pants. Honest to 
goodness, he forgot his 
pants. He scurried 
around the backstage 
area looking for a pair of 
black dress pants with a 
29-inch waist ... like 
that’s an easy thing to 
find among a bunch of 
wrestlers. Penzer, luckily 
for him, found a 
perfect gentleman in 


My idea 
of heaven 


Squire David Taylor who rented him 
a pair of his pants. Personally, I wish 


CW needs to recruit The 
a thought. 

his manager Big Sexy 
1e town in Nashville 
’m not sure that’s 
g the cities, but 


nde hair, Sting is a loser. 
wn hair, Sting is a loser. 
should go Okerlund. 

ne tell me why the fans 
such affection for Public 
Enemy ’ Here are two guys, “Flyboy” 

Rocco Rock and Johnny range, 


Macho Man” Randy 
cco Rock is living a 
ad Hair Day,’ and Grunge 
et a toothbrush he liked. 
e tell me where 
Nick Bockwinkel is at 
V is in disarray and 
be found. Baseball 
ommissioner and 
s running amuck. But, 


Lwant -| 
more security 


That leads me to “Lion's 
Breath” Chris Jericho who 
not only is young, but also 
very stupid. Someone needs 
to tell “Lion’s Breath” that, 
in the world of professional 
wrestling, it doesn’t pay to 
be a nice guy. If Alex Wright 
is out and you: have the 
opportunity to win a match 
— and get the extra loot that 
comes with the victory — 
take it. Then go pound the 

Sauerkraut Kid a little more 

just for good measure. 

V.K. Wallstreet offers some 
of the best tips for the rapidly- 
approaching holiday season. 
And, no, they do not include 
shopping at Wal-Mart. Mr. 
Wallstreet is a financial whiz, 
a true genius with the 
_ all-mighty dollar, a student 
of the stock market. Mr. 
Wallstreet is such a smart 
businessman he could earn 
millions of tacos for Eddie 
Guerrero ... for only a billion 
dollar investment. 

What’s with this guy 
Glacier? Doesn’t he know Halloween 
is only one day a year? 

Tony Schiavone claims ‘Hacksaw’ 
. Jim Duggan, who graduated from 
Southern Methodist University in 
Texas, is “very intelligent” and at 
_ first I didn’t believe him. Duggan … 
. Texas ... smart? Nah, couldn’t be. 
. But, if you think about it, Duggan 

_ might be the brightest SMU graduate 

in the world. He can say Hooooo! in 


Loser 


Schiavone 6 holds the r 
me, Well, he also sh 
and serves as a 
ha Trust me, i 


five differen age 
none of them are Englis Dusty 
Rhodes, on the other hand, is the 
reigning Texas Brain Surgeon, and 
can only speak only language: Hick.. 
So, congratulations Duggan, you 
big dummy! 

Does anyone know who is 
Diamond Dallas Page’s Benefactor? 
I do. 

When the U.S. signed that NAFTA 
agreement a couple of years back, 
did the fine-print say anything about 
small, strange creatures being 
allowed into this great country? I 
was just curious | wW Rey Mysterio, 
Je, 


Alex Wright 
jumping bea 


went to . hi 
in Orlando, back with à 
belly-button It seems Rey 

uld be digested 


Bloods, he’s decided to settle for 
rednecks and grits at Waffle 
١ House. To each his own. 

Humanoids, that’s it for another 
month, thank goodness! 
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The New World Order and yours 
truly are watching. 

That great wrestling promotion, 
that megalopolis of Ted Turner, well, 
it ain’t that great. The NWO has, 
on repeated occasions, proved its 
superiority, right? The NWO said it 
was going to deliver, and who can 
deny it has delivered? If The NWO 
isn’t the world’s most powerful force 
around, what is? The U.S. Army? The 
Central Red Army? Hardly. You can’t 
put five military guys together who 
see eye-to-eye. In The NWO, on the 
other hand, you've got Scott Hall, 
Kevin Nash, Hulk Hogan, Ted 
DiBiase and The Giant ... and not an. 
argument anywhere. And by the 
time you read this, there will be ... 
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That's The NWO 
“tag,” Hall said, 
just like street 
thugs do around 
the world. lf 
you see something 
spray painted 
NWO, you can 
rest assured that 
it is NWO 
“property,” he 
added. 
The NWO 
also isa dual 


from Nash: 
Patrick is 


: has had his good name slandered 


family man and well-respected 
within the community. He’s an 
outstanding official, a talented ` 
musician and the attacks on him, by 


. the likes of Gene Okerlund and 
others, are completely uncalled for. 
That's why, on behalf of The New 


World Order, I personally would like to 
apologize to Nick and his family for 


any hard times this may cause him, 


endure heartache afte tache and 


a 


week after week. By \ 07 By The 
NWO? No, because we know that 
he’s not for sale, that no official 
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tick is a 
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he present-day Konan is 
not a Halloween 
costume, nor a facade for 
the friendly, out-going 
amigo we knew when the 
summer started. Ever 
since his arrival in WCW, 
Konan has been one 
of the most caring, 
upstanding wrestlers around. But 
that was then. 

The present-day Konan is a cold, 
cunning, calculating hoodlum, a 
rebel with a cause: support The 
Dungeon of Doom at all expense 
and represent Latin gang members 
with pride. This is Konan now. 

“1 tried to come in to WCW and 
show spectacular style to please the 
fans, but that wasn’t getting me 
anywhere. So I am now taking care 
of business the best way I know 
how: as an OG, an original 
gangster,” Konan said during the 
most revealing — and life- 
threatening — interview ever 
conducted by WCW Magazine. 
Konan now only answers questions 
on his time, when he feels like it 
and, more important, where he 
feels like it. He told WCW Magazine 
that he would be available Sept. 18 


around the world who I 


That's why I wa 


different attire (Konan gave no 
reason why that specific date, nor 
why he would only speak with 
WCW Magazine Executive Editor 
Ross Forman. Mystery, it seems, is 
Konan’s mainstay these days.) 

“When I first came into WCW, 
Kevin Sullivan had been in Mexico 
scouting talent for The Dungeon of 
Doom,” Konan continued. “He 
originally invited me to join, but I 
declined because I’ve always 
preferred to go at it alone. But, I 
quickly noticed that everyone 
seems to have some alliance here in 
WCW, be it The Four Horsemen, 
The Dungeon of Doom, etc. Then, 
when I lost my (U.S. Heavyweight) 
title to Ric Flair because of the 
intervention of Woman, I realized a 
change was necessary because there 
is safety in numbers.” 

Sullivan re-issued his invitation 
and this time Konan jumped at 
the opportunity. And why not 
when, as a member of the 
Dungeon, you've got allies in 
Big Bubba, Maxx and The Faces 
of Fear (Meng and The 
Barbarian), among others. 

“The persona that you are 
seeing now, although new to 
WCW, is nothing new to me 
because I grew up in the streets 
of Miami, San Diego, Los 
Angeles, Mexico City ... this is 
my everyday lifestyle: being a 
gangster. It’s nothing new to 
me,” said Konan, wearing 
baggy pants with a sag, a 
Pendleton shirt over a white 
T-shirt, a bandanna and his 
small black hat. 

“What you see now is Konan 
being true to his Hispanic 
roots. I have no gang 
affiliation. I have cholos all 


support, represent. Wrestling 
now is just a ‘G’ thing for me. 


TY 


Disciples and the ESE in East Los 
Angeles.” 

Konan has dumped the fans, 
forgotten his millions of adoring 
faithful, in Cuba (where he was 
born), Puerto Rico (where his dad 
was born) and Mexico (where he 
now lives), among other Spanish- 
speaking countries. Konan is now 
the manic Hispanic causing all of 
that panic. 

“Yve done everything there is to 
do in this sport in Mexico. I’ve 
broken every attendance record 
there is. I’ve done records, movies 
and soap operas. I’m a big name in 
Mexico City. Now I want to 
establish myself in America,” said 
Konan, as we Sat in his off-white 
low-rider cruising down Soto Street. 
“When you’re looking for personal 
goals, you can’t let the fans’ feeling 
interfere with your own goals. 


Een ! 


That's why I now could care less 
about ‘dem [them]. The fans have 
been programmed to cheer people 
who are pretty boys, and since I’m 
not a pretty boy, I don’t care about 
the fans. This is just the way I 
choose to wrestle. I like a rough and 
ready style. If you can’t like me this 
way, you shouldn’t like me at all 
because that’s how Iam.” 

“I am thrilled to be in The 
Dungeon of Doom because there are 
such great wrestlers in it. You’ve got 
Kevin Sullivan, The Faces of Fear 
who probably are the two toughest 
guys in the entire wrestling 
industry. And we’ve also got Maxx, 
Hugh Morrus and Big Bubba. So, 
we've got plenty of backup to go 
against The Four Horsemen or 
NWO, or anyone else who steps in 
our way.” 

“This is the best group to join, 
the best career move I could have 
made.” 

Konan is now a less spectacular, 
more aggressive wrestler who 
focuses completely on acquiring the 
win. By hook or by crook. Career- 
ending shots to an opponents knee 
. Konan will do them. Poking 


someone in the eyes ... of course, he 


_ Says. Delivering a low-blow ... if 


` need be. > 
0 m kind of like a drive-by,” 


, “I will leave my 


- street thug who is letting his true 
colors shine through. This is the 


real Konan — not the Konan we 
saw when he first arrived in WCW; 
that Konan was swimming 
up-stream.” 

Still, the Konan of early-1996 
was a titlist, a champion with 
integrity, Now, his version of a 
championship strap appears to be 
his car (which he can make do 
any number of “tricks,” such as 
becoming a three-wheeler of 
sorts and “pancake” down to the 
ground), and the contents of his 
car. 

(We at WCW Magazine chose not 
to disclose the contents of Konan’s 
car because, plain and simply, they 
are part of a lifestyle that we do not 
support at all.) 

“I’m not with any one gang. 
Rather, I’m here representing all 
people who lead this lifestyle,” 
Konan said as we turned onto a 
crime-ridden section of Brooklyn 
Avenue. “Things will be cool here if 


Hay Pedo.” 
In English: Yo, ain’t no problem 
here.) 

“This is, I’m sure, not your 
normal interview ... but I’m not 
your normal wrestler. Just ask Rey 
Mysterio, Jr., that little punk who I 
discovered. I brought him to 
Mexico City from Tijuana. I’m his 
idol. He’s seen my soap operas. He’s 
bought my records. I’m nothing but 
a God to him. I’m going to 
intimidate him. And the same goes 
for Juventud Guerrera, Psychosis 


and any one of the other Mexican 
wrestlers who want to step in the 
ring with me. I’m just going to wipe 
them out. They’re going to pay a 


very heavy price if they’re not on 
_ my side.” 
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WCW Magazine went to Rotunda’s Gourmet 
Coffee & Pastries in Brooksville, Fla., 

to learn a little more about the man 

called V.K. Wallstreet, one of the most 
private individuals around. We had a 

10 a.m. appointment with the wrestler 
best known for his stock tips ... and boy 
were we surprised to learn what we did, 
thanks to our journalistic instincts — not 
thanks to Wallstreet. 


together. I defi 


ers turn 
fast, in fae 
st mind-boggling,” Walls 
aid. “I am a veteran so I know 
the importance of timing more than 


such as 
that’s why i estas,” Wallstreet said. “ 
“What Hulk Hogan ha ed a lot of discipline.” 
mething that was coming OV 
er of years. People expected 
Hulk Hogan, but, 


situation, I thought I ١ 
opportunity to play linebacker 
didn’t work out.” 
trabmins for the 
estl 


aship Wrestling. i 
is, what E he D 
‘Havi 
an for std estling since (age 
t! At so picked up the 
ze style 5 
lot q 


arou 


5 


easil 


intervie 


football (a 
likes of Art Monk, Joe Mor 


al games agains 
State, Maryland and 
you 


LACKPOOL, England - 1 have 

quite a number of issues to 

discuss this month as | sit here 

at home, and there’s no place 
better to start than with a salute to the 
hero: Your Lordship who, for the third 
time in my illustrious career, has 
captured the WCW TV Title. This time 
with a WCW Saturday Night victory 
over that useless Lex Luger. I warned 
all of the champions in WCW that I 
was going to pick on one of them. 
Let’s see, there’s WCW World 
Heavyweight Champion Hulk Hogan 
(and note that I said WCW champion, 
not NWO champion). Anyway, due to 
the politics involved with acquiring a 
title shot, especially with all of the 
turmoil in WCW at present due to 
Hogan’s involvement with The New 
World Order, the WCW. Executive 
Committee would not, let me get 
anywhere close to him. Then you've got 
the WCW U.S. Championship, held by 
Ric Flair who, although an American, 
meaning gaudy and brash, is, I would say, 
the greatest wrestler that America has 
ever produced. And since I was in a rather 
charitable mood that week, I chose not to 
challenge him. Lex Luger, on the other 
hand, was ripe for the pickings. Just 
because he has a lot of muscles and is 
quite athletic, that still does not make 
him a good wrestler. And he was degrading 
the belt that I held with pride twice 
previously. So, I decided to abuse him for 
the evening. I warned him that if he took 
me lightly or started flexing those pecs 
that I was going to rip his shoulders out 
of their sockets, and that’s exactly what I 
did. I’m not one for empty promises. As I 
said on TV after winning the title, I am 
going to make the WCW TV Title into a 
belt that has a class and dignity to it. The 
U.S. belt is not really a belt that I would 
want to win ... because I am not from 
America and despise all Americans. I am 
going to bring some credibility back to 
WCW by defending the TV Title all 
around the world. In England, Germany, 
Japan, India, South Africa ... anywhere 
there’s a wrestling ring, if I think there's 
an opponent worthy of a match, IĮ will 
fight him — and beat him. And, by. 
so, I will bring credibility back to 


THE 


David because I never had any problems with 
Earl Robert. It appears as though Squire 
David could not keep Earl Robert in line, so, I 
say, let them sort out their differences. As far 
as I’m concerned, Mr. Eaton probably will no 
longer be an acquaintance of mine, but he 
was a good one for a while, I will confess 
that. I cannot say much more than that. 
Now my major topic for this month: 
Madusa’s column from last month’s 
magazine. I found it quite hilarious. She 
made some slanderous comments about me, 
so I will now set the record straight. It is true 
that eight years ago, while wrestling in 
Germany, Madusa did come over and, 
according to her little story, she said we 
trained together and then ‘talked shop.’ 
Now, I do have a sense of humor to die for; I 
have been born to laugh at the misfortunes 
of others which is a great way of getting 
through life. Now to the real story ... about 
eight years ago, in Germany, she came over 
to wrestle. She saw how talented I was and 
came groveling — and I do mean groveling 
— to me in hopes that I would teach her 
some wrestling moves. At the time, you see, 
she was quite useless as a wrestler, so I did 
offer some pointers. That’s why most of what 
you see in Madusa’s wrestling ability came 
from me. The thing is, I did not want to see 
that silly cow on the floor groveling for my 
help; I hate to see a woman grovel. SO I was 
the perfect gentleman, even to someone well 
below my standards. 


I’ve washed my 
hands of the 
Blue Bloôds 


| who are abusive to their bodies. 
| Until next month, tally ho. 


Mr. Eric Bischoff has an o ) 
column in WCW Maga 
and, being the Executive V 
President/General Manager of Wi 
he deserves one. I look forward 
reading future columns from M 
Bischoff because I’m sure he will off 
a unique perspective on this sport. 
I am so disgusted and distraught at 
the way The NWO and WCW 
are making a mockery of t 
wrestling business ... that’s why I am 
particularly glad to be away from the 
United States. 
I think someone needs to stand-up to _ 
Hulk Hogan, Scott Hall, Kevin Nash and 
all of the other NWO members, Thei 
shenanigans need to be stopped! The 
NWO is out of control! They remind me 
of the soccer hooligans which I’m sure 
even you Americans have seen on a 
television. My belief is, when they catch a à 
soccer hooligan, that person should be 
strapped to a tree and flogged. The same 
thing should happen to The NWO, 
maybe worse. The NWO has taken soccer 
hooliganism into the next dimension, 
They are utter thugs, a disgrace to 
humanity. The vandalism and carnage 
that they are causing is quite shocking, 
Especially when you consider that Hogan, 
Hall and Nash each have children. How 
proud must their children be to sit at 
home and watch their dad smash a 
$40,000 Nitro broadcast set? What will 
that lead to? Well, considering the 
mentality of the Americans who watch 
the incredibly popular Nitro, all the 
Americans will copy The NWO, and 
that makes for a terribly, terribly 
frightening thought. 

Just a couple more matters this month 
... Rugby League, which I consider, next 
to wrestling, the greatest sport in the 
world, has finally started again. Believe 
me when I say this is an incredibly tough 
sport, not like American football where 
you wear pads all over. It is incredibly 
violent, and played without any padding. 
It is far more exciting than any American 
football game. : 

Next, Oasis, which all of America and 
England seem to be obsessed with 
I believe these are two outstanding - 
gentlemen with wonderful habits, and I 
know both are in bed before 11 each. 
night, not like the American rock stars 
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Every time I walk past his office | 


on the 12th floor of CNN Center 
inside the headquarters of World 
Championship Wrestling, I reflect. 
Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff sits 
there, on a big, padded, comfortable 
chair overlooking downtown 
Atlanta. How can I — or anyone — 
not remember the good-old-days 
when the hated Orndorff, his 
témper as nasty as any, stepped 
through the topes. He was a star 
singles competitor during wrestling’s 
hey-day of the 1980s, then, in the | 
1990s, became a champion tag team | 
wrestler. Paul Orndorff was one.of | 
the all-time greats, a sure Hall 
of Famer. 
But now 


at his desk 0 


cervical ae. rae moved, and the 
area fused oa with bone. Plus, Dr. 


; ne to Dr. Green, 
was a success, although it will take 
another vear or so before full nerve 
damage is repaired. Then, “Mr. 
Wonderful” could return to wrestling. 
Or, if he was still playing competitive 
football, like he did in the collegiate 
(Tampa) and pro ranks, he could return 
to that as well. In the meantime, “Mr. 
Wonderful” trains daily, trying to 
improve his damaged right side. 
Will he return? 
dont kiow yet. Right now 
Tm still up in the air as to whether I 
want to return to the ring, or hang ‘em 
up for good,” Orndorff said. “I would 
suspect I will oo but you 


squared-circle. Love him or hate him, 
and you can bet there were millions 
more who hated him over the past 
20-plus years, you have to respect Paul 
“Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff. 

“Tf 1 had to change some things 
from my career, yeah, I would have 
changed some. Namely, my temper. I 
think it probably held me back some,” 
Orndorff said. “If I would have thought 
before I said some things, | probably 
could have gotten farther,” 

Butwher it came to a, no one 
was better. Paul “Mr. Wonderful” 
Orndorff, who earned $15 per match 
when he first started, was a great one. 
His piledriver has yet to be matched. 

“T was a main part of wrestling 
when it was as hot as it was years ago; 
that’s something I’m very proud of,” 
Orndorff said. 

Ah, yes, the Orndorff-Hulk Hogan 
feudsof years past. Memorablesto Say 
the least. The two~setfecords at every 
arena they wrestled. They attracted 
72,000 fans in Toronto and sold out 
Madison Square Garden in New York 


each and every match. 

“Wrestling Hulk Hogan ... that was 
my highlight. Absolutely. Bar none,” 
Orndorff said. “There have been a 
lot of other people who have had 
their shot at Hogan over the years, 
but, none equal the (attendance) 
numbers we did.” 

So, Paul, what about the Hulk 
Hogan of 1996, the evil force 
spear-heading The NWO’s hostile 
takeover of WCW? 

“With Hulk Hogan, it’s not about 

money. It’s not about ego. It’s not 
about pride. It is all about power!! 
Power. That’s it, plain and simple,” 
Orndorff said. “Hulk Hogan has 
_ everyone shocked. Has he flipped? 
_ Nah. I don’t think so. Hulk Hogan is 
a very smart man, very calculating. 
He knows e very move he is going to 
do. No one eno o same level 
comes to 
agrée with 
, and that’s 
t original 
C What Hulk 
doing now is strictly for 
nal reasons, and his reasons 
alone. What he is doing now ... it’s a 
slap in the face of everyone 
associated. with this great sport. 
Especially people like myself who work 
in the front-office and are loyal, very 
loyal to WCW, I don’t agree with what 
Hulk Hogan is doing. Notat all. He's 
messing with people’s livelihoods: He's 
really caused a bad scene here.” 

However, Orndorff tells me that 
WCW has a plan to hinder Hogan & 
Co. And it includes a few surprises, 
Orndorff said. 

“We're not just sitting back and 
taking The NWO. Not at all. We get up 
in the morning and think about how 
to stop The NWO. We go to sleep 
thinking about how to stop The 
NWO,” he said. “Right now Hulk 
Hogan is riding high, bitin, time, he 
will eventually make a boo-boo. And 
we will then stomp him.” 

“This whole thing with Hulk Hogan 
and The NWO caught us off-guard. 
Sure, PI admit that. But we'll get even, 
even if it takes some time. We do have 
a counter to what he's doing.” 

And if Orndorff is part of the 


/ crew to counter Hogan, we can breathe 


a little easier. 
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“wrestlers standing at 


Ich bin 


If you ran into Lord Steven 
Regal at Pleasure Beach 
amusement park in 
Blackpool, England, between 
1983 and 1993, chances are 
the experience was not real amusing. 

Regal started his pro wrestling 
career at Pleasure Beach, which 
features wrestling regularly during the 
summer. At the tender age of 15, 
Regal answered the Pleasure Beach 
wrestling troupe’s open challenge 
several times. Any spectator stupid, er, 
brave enough to challenge the 
troupe’s wrestler of choice could earn 
a hundred pounds sterling by either 
knocking out his foe or by lasting 
three, three minute rounds. 

The chances of doing either were, 
and are, slim and none. Regal learned 
the lesson»as a challenger. He taught 
it as a wrestler. He battled challengers 
out of the crowd at Pleasure Beach 
until just before coming to WCW 
in 1993. 

“You know, I just went to the park 
yesterday,” said.Regal, calling from 
England while touring his World TV 
Title. “It is just like it was. 


entrance, and 


didn’t. In fact, I’m still learnin, 


Baron, and said, 
wrestler, please.’ 
have to challenge that man there.” 

That man was 6-foot-6 Col. 
Sean Brady. 

“He'd been.inethé mi 
was his gimmick. He had a shaven, 
bald head and a handlebar mustache, 
and he wore a beret. He was a lean 
man, but he was very tall.” 

“So I’m sitting there, waiting to 


litary, so that 


ein Outsider as wel 


“So I went to the promoter, Bobby 1 
‘Td like to be al 
And he said, ‘You 


MARK MADDEN 


DISCLAIMER: This column features the comments and thoughts of Mark 
Madden. WCW Magazine nor WCW endorse or agree with his opinions and 
any complaints should be made to the man himself. 


wrestle, and my nerves were 
completely shot. You’d get some 
plants, and you’d get some straight 
guys, too, and you'd really have to 
fight. I was a straight, but I’m sure 
Brady looked at me and thought, no 
problem. I was this chubby 15 year 
old who had no idea.” 

“So he beat me half to death. He 
just slapped me about ©and, put 
me awayewith a half-Boston Crab 


s, | was on the 
I had some 


and, by late the lack of 
respect >) lightweight 
wrestlers. ey Mysterio Jr. is 


proving, 
not size.” 
Performance really started to 
matter when Regal started taking on 
straights from the crowd. Regal notes 
that most times, the wrestler that 
took on the spectator wore a mask. 

“That way, he.could rip the 
mask. off and pop out the back 
unrecognized if some thing bad 
happened.” Regal said. 

And something bad did happen. 
But always to the challenger. 
Sometimes the fight didn’t even make 
it in to the ring. 

“Everyone signed a waiver, and 
besides, not everyone sues at the drop 
of a hat in England,” Regal said. “But 
one thing we were told not to do was 
to take anyone who was drunk in to 
the ring. So, if I smelled alcohol on 
the guy’s breath when he took the 
challenge, I would flat-arm him in the 


ormance matters, 


uth right then and there. If it. 
didn’t knock him out, it usually made 
the guy back out. Nine out of ten 
were usually drunk. Sometimes 4 
bunch of drunks would get one of, 
their gang to jump into the ring 
during a match between two of our 
wrestlers. We’d catch him with his 
head between the ropes and kick him 
right in the face. The violence was 
ungodly sometimes.” 
And sometimes a sober challenger 
would materialize. | 
“First thing you do is look into 
their eyes. Sometimes you'll look into 
their eyes and know that you have 
got them. It doesn’t take long then. 
You kick them, then you throw them 
over the top rope onto a table. Or let 
them get you in a headlock, then 
suplex them right on their head to 


: people always tried. A 
unds is a lot of money to 
a working man in England. Rugby 
players, eur wrestlers, amateur 
boxers ... 1 tried. a is a 


hard place, a cold, miserable, damp 
place and it produces-hard men. 
There’s not a lot of money so people 
are brought up hard. Mummy and 
Daddy aren’t always. looking 
after them.” 

“But when these men actually got 
in the ring at Blackpool,,with 750 
people watching sometimes, well, you 
could see»when they took off their 
shirts they were going to bottle it. 
Nine out of ten had the look of losing 
on their face.” 

Regal would quickly accommodate 
that look. 

“You could work them into doing 
silly things,” he said. “Only two guys 
tried to come at me with fists. Most 
tried to wrestle me, and how much 
sense does that make, to wrestle a 
wrestler? Like I said, I would let them 
grab a headlock, suplex the: 
their heads, put.on | 
was it. If the guy 1 
and tried to make 
wouldn’ t be so quick. 
out of him.” 

“Even if someone did manage to 
get a hold, well, I’d have something of 
theirs too. It really didn’t matter 
what part I hadyLcould stick on a 
submission;make them scream.” 
= Occasionally, a worthy challenger 

would materialize. 

“One chap came up wearing a 
chain with gold boxing gloves on it. 
He.was very polite. We would always 

_ give the guy time to thi 
then ask if he really wanted to do it. 
i This guy said, ‘Yes, I’ve always fancied 
trying it.’ He sounded like me saying 
always wanted to be a wrestler.” 
one ever beat me at this. No 
one. But this guy lasted the first 
round. Oddly enough, he didn’t try to 
box me. He grabbed me in a headlock 
and it was bang, on his head, facebar. 
But he didn’t submit. He held on. I 
respected him a lot for that.” 

“Sometimesyou just come out 
after that and boot the guy right in 
the face. But I decided, not this lad. I 
stood there in a boxing stance ready 
to punch itut with him. I was going 
to give this lad a Cale to box me.’ 


| 
$ 


could lick any 
_ proved it. But 
at Pleasure Beac 


BUZZ 


for that.’ That lad showed me adot.” 

One challenger was hardly an 
athlete, but oddly formidable. 

“There was this little fat guy like a 
greased pig that I just couldn’t get rid 
of,” said Regal. “He’d slip invand out 
Just slide 


under my arms. 
wrestlers were laug ho, ho, ho.” 

“So finally I gc im on the ropes 
and pushed him, He stumbled and his 
backside was under the middle rope, 
so it was boom, boom, boom, I just 
punched him onto the apron. Then I 
just put the boots to the head until 
the match was stopped. Afterwards 
they put him in a taxi and off to the 
hospital he went. I felt bad but, you 
know, that’s my job.” 

In America, it’s been a long time 
since wrestlers b d that they 
house, then 
are still the same 


“My grandf 
and he had : 
wrestling ds and some 
submissions, but the only way to sée 
if you know what you are doing is to 
get in there and try it,” said Regal. 
“Thank God I tried it. Wrestling 
schools like the WCW Power Plant are 
great for what they are, but I don’t 
think anything could duplicate what I 


n all the — 


went through.” 

“Tt was amazing, really. It was more 
like a nightclub than anything else, a 
room with tables and chair with this 
ring in the middle. If people didn’t 
like the way things were going in the 
ring, sla would go flying. 
en you'd slap one of 
tside of the ring, it 
he had five or six 
s OK, because there 
were five or six of us. But sometimes 
he’d have 50 friends.” 

WCW inadvertently took a page 
from Pleasure Beach’s book when a 
fan rushed the ring during Hulk 
Hogan’s turn at Bash at the Beach. 
The fan was quickly stomped silly by 
Kevin Nash and Scott Hall. Many 
watching were shocked. 

Not Steve Regal. 

And if you want to ask someone if 
wrestling is fake, pick somebody else. 
Don’t pick His Lordship. 

“T served what was basically a two 
year apprenticeship when I started 
wrestling,” Regal said. “I carried bags, 
I cleaned boots, I put up the ring ... 
one guy beat me up in the ring for 
pretty much two years straight. I used 
to lock myself in the toilet and cry. 
People have no idea how tough it was 
to get into the business in England, 
let alone stay in it. That’s why almost 
any English wrestler - me, Davey Boy 
Smith, Dynamite Kid - we all fight at 
the drop of a hat.” 

No thanks, Your Lordship. Not at 
Pleasure Beach or anywhere else. 


Mark Madden hosts the WCW Hotline 
updates on a Wednesday and Friday 
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“For Public Enemy, nothing is 
too much. They haven’t even come 
close to seeing what Nasty 
Sensation is all about. We have 
three words for those punks if they 
are brave enough to step back in 
the ring with us: bring it on!,” said 
Knobs, the blonde-haired Nasty. 
“The Nasty Boys have been together 
as a team for over 11 years, and 
we've been slapping each other 
around for a lot longer than that. 
That’s why Public Enemy doesn’t 
scare us one bit. Not at all!” 

Said Rocco Rock, “We ain’t 
trying to take over anything ... 
we're gonna take over! That’s the 
whole scheme of our plan. We’re 
not losers; we’re winners! Sure, we 
lose a few battles, 
we never lose a 
The thing that 
> Nasty Boys don’t 
rstand is, they 
eat their way 
e Public Enemy. 

love tables, 
use that’s what 
put their food on. 
Enemy also 
bles, but that’s 


WCW trainer Chuck Tache cringes every 
time he hears the announcement of an 
upcoming Nasty Boys-Public Enemy match, be 
it on a Saturday Night show, a Monday Nitro 
or an arena show anywhere in the world. 

| Tache refills all his medical supplies and 

| braces for the worst. He knows bones might 

| be broken and stretchers might be needed. 

| In fact, Tache is surprised — as we all are — 

| if bones are not broken when these four 

| wage war. Brian Knobs and Jerry Sags, the 

veteran WCW tag team and former titlists, 

are defending their reputation as the 
roughest street thugs in the company. No 
matter what “Flyboy” Rocco Rock and 

ohnny Grunge say to the contrary. 


streets — that are on the line. Knobs 
and Sags are New York natives, 
while Public Enemy hails from the 
rough streets of Philadelphia. This 
goes way beyond the Philadelphia. 
Eagles-New York Giants animosity. 
“I think Public Enemy has been 
listening to its ring entrance music 
too much. The music goes, 
‘Lawdy-dawdy, we like to party.’ 
Well, I think they’ve been partying 
too much. We’re going to hit them _ 
with Nasty-Sensation and run them _ 
amuck,” Sags said. “Public Enemy 
… yeah, they are determined; ye 
they come from the streets; yeah, 
they are a good tag i But they 


with the old, in 
happens eve 
Presidents of the 
CEOs to the wo 


Knobs. We ju 
. ain't ready to gt 
. Fhe bitter, © 


aren’t Nasty Boys. We will go on a 
seek-and-destroy mission to stop 
those two. It’s always one helluva 
fight when we’re in the ring against 
them. We don't care if we win the 
match, just as long as we hurt them. 
If we see Public Enemy teeth laying 
in the middle of the ring, that’s a 
victory, no matter what Nick 
Patrick, Randy Anderson or any 
referee says.” 

Countered Grunge, “The Nast 
Boys are just like the hoola-hoop . 
it was around for a long time and 
had its day, but it has been 
replaced. When you look at the four 
of us, we’re all the same kind of 
guys: we each like a good fight. The 
thing is, Public Enemy is like your 
Timex ... we take a licking, but keep 
on ticking. The harder they hit us, 
the more determined we are to 
come back. You can knock us 
down, but we will get back on 
our feet.” 
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‘Nothing is off-limits to these four 
pitbulls. Tables, chairs, garbage 
cans, surfboards, ring bells ... you 
name it, they’ve used it. What’s 
next? The van from the local 
Holiday Inn. 

“This is a feud that’s gone 
beyond everyone’s wildest 
imagination. My fear is, it will be 
settled in some dark alley,” said 
broadcaster Lee Marshall. 


Said Rocco, “We’re not saying we 
don’t have respect for them or that 
they aren’t good wrestlers, but, The 
Nasty Boys have a defect: 
intelligence. That’s what they lack. 
They’re stupid. Very stupid. Johnny 
and I are like IBM computers; we're 
smart; we’re educated ... we each 
graduated from the eighth-grade. 
So, we can out-think them 
every time.” 


match, with no stipulations? Or 
maybe a barbed-wire match? Or a 
bed of naïls match? Or fists-dipped- 
in-glue-then-glass match? Hearing 
these ideas brings a smile to all of 
their faces and, amazingly, this is 
the only time they all agree. 

“We came to WCW for one 
reason: to face the toughest tag 
teams in this profession, and that 
_ definitely includes The Nasty Boys,” 

_ Grunge said. “The Nasty Boys say 
they take a to the limit ... well — 


8 


zation? 
final 
cage 


pacing pits. On the 
the hard-core fans. That's it. | 
jue the most violent, toughest team in 
the sport?” 

Chuck Tache, get ready ... this 
war is no where near over. 
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Sometimes The American Males are even 
too good-looking for our own well-being. 
And other times we’re so good-looking we 
can help others’ well-being. Read on and in 
this inaugural edition of Male Shots, the 
new hip column here in WCW Magazine, 
we'll explain. 

The summer of ‘96 was a rather 
brutal one, that’s for sure. Marcus had his 
face attacked and Scotty had his shoulder 
dislocated-Everyone-takes-their-pot-shots-at 
the Males. Why? One word: jealousy. There 
are a lot of people envious of the Males 
because, hey, we're good-looking guys. 
Consequently, people are often attacking 
our looks. Marcus, for instance, was 
attacked one July day away from the ring. It 
was a premeditated plan by some 
hoodlums hoping to make a name for 
themselves. Marcus was out that night by 
himself, a rarity in the life of The American 
Males, and that, naturally, is when it 
happened. He ended up with one nasty 
“shiner.” There have been rumors that the 
NWO was involved with the attack, that 
their hands, er, fists met Marcus’ face, but 
we don’t know for sure. Scotty’s left 
shoulder was injured in a freak accident 
during a match with the up-and-comers 
known as High Voltage, a team that is as 
awkward as any. Those two muscle-bound 
freaks are young and reckless in the ring 
and, unfortunately, Scotty had to pay for 
their inexperience. 

Also this summer, we endured the wrath 
of The NWO during their Monday Nitro 
sabotage, the most violent event in 


professional wrestling history. Marcus was 
brutalized with a baseball bat. Kevin Nash 
and Scott Hall thought they were 
Frank Thomas and Ken Griffey, 
Jr., respectively. Marcus’ legs were 
attacked, while Scotty had 
his back smashed with a 
10-pound lighting fixture. They 
tried to knock us silly so we 
wouldn't think straight. Again, 
that was a case of others 
trying to stomp us before 
We grow into 
something very big. 
People want to know how we 
survived. well, that’s obvious: we 
both have muscles, but we’re not 
muscle-bound like, say, Maxx who 
just is not Male-material. Hey, the 
saying is, you drive for show and 
putt for dough, and that’s quite true with 
The American Males. It’s been about a year 
since we won the WCW Tag Team 
Championship. We're young, hungry and 
ready to re-claim the titles. 

Some say The American Males should 
be out of action until Christmas, maybe 
longer. But we’re risk-takers, and the first 
moment-we-think-we’re-even-70-percent, 
we'll be there. The American Males have 
the right mental attitude for success, 
although it sure seems we also have 
bullseyes on our bodies. And, yeah, that’s 
pretty good with the ladies 
it’s amazing how often we initiate 
a Female Reaction just by walking into 
a room. 

Tattoo. No, not that little dude from 
Fantasy Island. We're talking the real deal. 
We discussed our tattoos for some time 
before we actually got them, at a reputable 
place in Marietta, Ga. They are a 
statement that we want to 
make! Did we surprise 
people when we 
showed up at Nitro in 
Palmetto, Fla., on that 
late-August Monday. 
You bet, to say the least. 
Tattoos are a lasting 
thing, and that’s part 
of the magic behind 
them. The American 
Males are unpredictable and 
irresistible in the ring, and 
just the same out of the ring. 
A tattoo is the last thing anyone 
in WCW thought Marcus 
Bagwell would get because 
heswsombody-conscious 
it’s ridiculous, but he 
wanted to do it. We'll 
never forget Lex Luger’s 
facial expression when 
he saw Marcus’ tattoo. 

The only thing he 
Said was, Oh my 
gosh! What have you 
done?’ Lex was 
expressionless, 


speechless. Sting also was amazed. And 
those are our pals, our training and 
traveling buds. 

Each tattoo took about five hours, 
ending at 8 a.m. It was tattoos for breakfast, 
an all-night Male Affair! 

Fans often ask what is the meaning 
behind our traditional pose: Marcus on one 
knee, Scotty behind. Well, that’s simple: we 
pose because we can. 

We are never ready to go out for 
a match until we are truly ready. We're 
spontaneous; we do everything at the very 
last moment. We operate on Male-Time, 
not what our Timex says. 

Youth is king, and youth will 
continue to be king in WCW. So, with that 
in mind, what’s up with the grey in Scott 
Hall’s hair and the silver in Kevin Nash’s 
beard. We can only wonder what kind of 
statement that is trying to make ... other 
than age. 

Ric Flair has been The Man. He has long 
been the greatest in this sport. He’s 
transcended time in this sport. He’s styled 
and profiled for all these years. But The 
American Males are the Ric Flair of 1996, 97 
and beyond. We will set the trend for how 
vod£an-dookintheringandout. 

In closing, we want to let you know 
that, since we always get asked about our 
diet and workout methods, we may divulge 
a few secrets, a few trademarks if you want 
to become Male-ized. Stay tuned ... check us 
out next month; there may tips that help 
you become a true American Male. 

And, remember, if you are looking for 
something you can parallel your life to, 
think of this ... whenever you look at 
yourself in the mirror, think of one thing: It 
ain't easy being cheesy! 


ell, what a month! Where 

does one start? First, 

congrats to The American 

Males on their new column. 

I know all of the female fans 
will love it, including some of our 
staff members. I know the girls in 
the office adore you guys! 
Personally, I think the column 
should be called ‘Primp Style and 
Smile.’ They are pretty boys, aren’t 
they? Some women should take 
some pointers. 

One thing I have to add is, we 
really missed Scotty of The 
American Males at Hog Wild in 
Sturgis, S.D. Oh, maybe it was best 
that he wasn’t there ... those bikers 
would have eaten him alive since 
Scotty doesn’t know how to ride a 
Harley-Davidson. I mean, c'mon ... 
isn’t Scotty a stud? 

The NWO .... it’s nothing but a 
bunch of adult cut-throats 
wheeling and dealing. That’s my 
take on The New World Odor. Next 
thing you know, The Odor will 
have a woman in there to do all of 
the dirty work. Imagine that. I can 
only think of one woman that 
could really deserve that spot: The 
Blonde From Hell, Debra 
McMichael. After all, she’s the one 
who calls it like it is (so she 
claims), and the one with the 
genuine smile (uh-hum). 

Then again, we have Miss 
Elizabeth, or Gizzard as her 
trusting friends call her. I think 
you can trust her, but never say 
anything bad about her friends 
because she will front you in the 
most humiliating situations. 

Woman? Now here is a 
confusing character. We see a lot 
of her on television. 
Why? I’m not quite 
sure ... I think she is 


He dictates all of the time. He says 
“Jump;” Scott Hall and Kevin Nash 
say “How high.” Hall and Nash, 
The Poutsiders. They were on top 
of the world elsewhere, but it was 
getting too easy. The truth was 
right there in front of them. Cheap 
minds. Cheap help and cheap 
trust. I guess the lesson from this 
is: keep your friends close and your 
enemies closer. After all, 
remember, I came from the same 
place, so I know what makes all 
snakes bite and chameleons 
change color. I have seen hints and 
gestures for me to reunite, damn 
guys read my hand!! I do not need 
you, or Hogan!! Remember, I know 
all your tricks: body language and 
the verbal garbage. 

So, if anyone needs the truth, it is 
you two Poutsiders. Don’t you get it? 
Hogan is out for Hogan and, sooner 
or later, you will be out wondering 
what happened, once again. 


Why is Woman 


taking more to the 
Committee than just 
her credentials. 

Oh, yeah, we 
also have Cutie-pie 
Kimberly, or is it 
Miss Diamond Doll, or 
Miss Booty Babe ... 
whatever, she’s a born 
beauty. 

Let’s talk about the 
leader of The Odor: 
‘Hollywood’ Hulk 
Hogan. He speaks all 
of the time. He is in 
front all of the time. 


on TV so much? 


Let’s see, what was that clique 
called? The one that would 
never die. 

Now something else: WCW’s 


NASCAR. Our car has been doing | 


absolutely wonderful on the Busch 
Grand National Series. Elliott 
Sadler is the driver. He’s 21, a 
perfect gentleman with a great 
personality. I have been to quite a 
few races, and am hooked! 

The most exciting race I have 
attended was in Bristol, Tenn. The 
race was hard, fast and LOUD!! 
And, yes, there was a crash, though 
that’s not exciting for the driver. 
God bless he didn’t get hurt. 

You cannot help but love the 
wrecks, other than when a tire 
came flying off, broke the axle and 
missed our heads by inches! I was 
like, ‘Wow, this only happens on 
TV.’ 

By the way, Sting, I think I look 
better in the fire-suit than you. 

I've been looking like a blue 
M&M waiting for this to happen 
and, lo and behold, it is here ... the 
Japanese girls and the WCW 
Women’s World Championship, 
here to stay! Yippee!! Starting in 
late-October. 

Bobby Heenan, I think 
your days are numbered. Your 
broadcasting is bad and your wit is 
awful. 

Well, see you next month with a 
great SCOOP. 

Who loves ya,baby? 

Madusa. 

Ciao! 
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possible. And I think its pretty 
obvious that we have been doing that. 
I’m not trying to belittle their product 
. we just offer a different product, 
and what the viewers 

k as well, is a better 


Sullivan said. 

ce seems to back up. 

ory as WCW hasn’t 
the ratings for qui 


't change w ith 


= $ 


h Sullivan for a rare 
candid interview about 
the sport of professional 
wrestling. Make 

that the business of 
professional wrestling. 


“And that obviously has a direct 
impact on pro wrestling.” 


One ratings-point represents 
664,770 homes that are watching the 
show. Hence, the late-August edition 
of Nitro attracted well over 3-million 
viewers. And the following week, 
Sept. 2, when Monday Night Football 
was live (on ABC-TV) with its 
season-opening match-up of the 
defending Super Bowl Champions 
visiting the Chicago Bears, Nitro again 
averaged a 4.3 rating. 

“In less than a year, we have 
defeated them (the WWE) pretty 
soundly, and trounced them recently. 
And, remember, they had a nine-year 
start,” Sullivan said of the Monday 
night wars. “What we've done, some 
say, shouldn’t have happened; it’s 
kind of like a new show beating 
Seinfeld after two months.” 

So why has it happened? 

“WCW has the best talent in the 
world, plain and simple,” Sullivan 
said without hesitation. “It comes 
down to talent, and we’ve got it.” 

“You could be the best manager in 
baseball history, but, if you don’t have 
talent, you aren’t going to win. 
Conversely, you could be the worst 
manager in baseball history, but, if you 
Williams as you left fielder, Willie 
center, Roger Maris in right, Yogi 


Nellie Fox-at second, Jimmie Foxx at first 
base, and Bob Gibson and Sandy Koufax 
as your top two pitchers ... you're bound 
to win a lot of games.” 

With Nitro, WCW truly has vaulted 
pro wrestling into a major TV force. 
Pro wrestling is no longer small 
regional promotion, as it was 
pre-1980s. Nor is pro wrestling a 
WWE-dominated sport. WCW is now 
the focal point of this global sport, 
and the Atlanta-based company 
certainly has revived the dip in 


JE. 


and Alex 


the sport that it endured in the 
late-1980s/early-1990s. 

“T was here from the inception of 
WCW, when it was bought out by Ted 
Turner,” said Sullivan. “I don’t want 
this to sound like a brown-nose 
talking, but, Eric Bischoff has come in 
here with exciting ideas, willing to 
take chances, willing to put together 
the Oakland Raiders and he’s been 
willing to let a real renegade carry the 
ball. Before Eric, we saw a whole slew 
of people who hadn't spent 20 
minutes in the wrestling business, yet 
thought they knew everything. Eric is 
a man of his word, his hand-shake 
nd. And I can’t tell you how 
in a company filled with 


big that 
big egos. 

“Wrest 
entertained, not 
costume becaus 


fans want to 
ust by some guy in a 
he has to (in 


that costume). WOW has wrestlers; 


a 


thats the difference 
between us and the 
competition.” 

True wrestlers like 
Eddie Guerrero, 
Benoit, Rey Myst 
Dean Mal 


among others. 

ا 
mega-stars like Sting,‏ 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair‏ 
and “Macho Man”‏ 
Randy Savage.‏ 

“Nitro started out 
aS a one hour, then 
jumped to two hours 
— and everyone told 
us it would never 
work,” Sullivan said, 
“but this is just the 
tip of the iceberg.” 


I've heard people mention his na 


“Halloween Havoc might be the 
greatest pay-per-view in professional 
wrestling history, and that’s not just 
hype. Sure, there will be critics who 
say Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage are 
too old, but let’s face it, Hogan and 
Savage, whether you like them or 
their styles, are legends. It’s like 
Muhammad Ali-Joe Frazier or the 
current clamor to see George Foreman 
face Larry Holmes.” 

Sullivan, a true leader in this 
industry, added: “The consumer 
is very aware of the product it is 
watching these days, and we've 
adjusted accordingly. 1 don’t think 
one believes that, when Sting was 
rn, his mother named him 


other than Stns. I've hea 
‘Hollywood’ Hulk Hogan’s real name 
mentioned before. Some people came 
from the competition with names 
that were given to them, and are now 
using their real names — even though 
they are not affiliated with WCW. 
This is something that never 
would have happened in the past in 
pro wrestling.” 

WCW’s first Nitro in September 
attracted an amazing 6.9 share during 
the first hour, then a 7.0 during 
the second hour, which represents 
the total percent of TV sets in use at 
that time. 

“Everyone likes a joke as long as 
they are a part of it ... | think our 
competitor doesn’t realize that,” 

Sullivan said in closing. 


The odds, some say, are against 
them. Against each of them: 

Sgt. Craig “Pitbull” Pittman, 

Ice Train and now Jim Powers. 

Will they ever win? Can they win? 
Can they even survive the rigors of 
WCW, a place where an abundance 
of muscles doesn’t necessarily 
equal an abundance of W’s? 


“Yes. Yes. Yes. Without question,” 
says Teddy Long, the manager for 
this trio of potential. 

“With three guys like that, you 
can’t do anything but go to the top,” 
Long said. “I don’t look at them as 
underdogs. I look at them as I look at 
myself: I came from nothing and 
have made a mark in this sport. And 
each of my guys can do the same.” 

Long’s entourage certainly would 
hold its own in a tug-of-war; 
however, that’s child’s-play 
compared to the ring-wars of WCW, 
a płace where attacks come from 
internal and external forces. 

“Teddy Long is a great motivator. 
If anyone can get you to succeed, it’s 
Teddy Long,” said former wrestler 
Terry Taylor. 

Long has been a manager of 
champions several times, from 
Doom (Butch Reed and Ron 
Simmons) to Marcus Bagwell and 2 
Cold Scorpio, a team that captured 
gold from The Nasty Boys a week 
into Long’s tutelage. Long also has 
managed Norman The Lunatic, The 
Skyscrapers (Sid Vicious and Danny 
Spivey), One Man Gang, Kevin 
Sullivan and Johnny B. Badd. 

“I've only been in this business 
for four-and-a-half years, and am 
growing every day. In four- or 
five-years, I am really going to be 
someone to deal with in WCW. 
Teddy Long will be the one who 
helps me get to that ‘next level’,” 
said Ice Train, a powerhouse who 
previously teamed with Scott ‘Flash’ 
Norton (as Fire & Ice). “Teddy offers 
guidance when I’m lost; he calms me 
down during matches. Sometimes 
excitement can defeat me in the ring 
as well as an opponent; that’s where 
Teddy comes into the picture.” 

Ice Train, a former football 
player at perennial college 
powerhouse Michigan, went 
one-on-one with his former partner, 
Norton, at Fall Brawl. In a 
Submission Match. Ice Train, he of 
charisma and power, plans to 
continue along the singles path. : 

“Ice Train was previously in 
WCW, then went to Germany; he 
learned a lot over there, but their 
style is quite different from ours,” 
Long said. “I’m glad he had that 
experience and feel all (of) my 
wrestlers should get as wide-ranging 
experience as they can. You should 
learn everyone’s style; that way, 
whoever you step in the ring against, 
you're prepared.” 


“Think about it this way ... if 
there’s a Mexican wrestler going 
against an American wrestler, and 
the Mexican wrestler has wrestled 
Americans before, but not vice versa, 
then the Mexican has the advantage 
because he knows something that 
the American does not know.” 

Pittman and Powers are just as 
powerful as the gargantuan Ice Train, 
but they too have yet to attain main 
event status in this sport. Pittman, in 
the pro ranks, has yet to equal his 
amateur success. Powers, meanwhile, 
has lingered in pro wrestling 
anonymity, other than a brief stint 
with Paul Roma as The Young 
Stallions, for, oh, about 10 years. 
But Long is still optimistic about 
the pair. 

“Sgt. Pittman is a five-time 
amateur champion with an extensive 
Marine background,” Long began, 
“Sgt. Pittman had a load of wrestling 
background before he even got to 
WCW, then worked out more at the 
Power Plant. Pittman’s progress 
moving to the top has been a little 
slow, maybe just because the pro 
style is a lot different than the 
collegiate style. He’s had to adapt, 
but is coming along great. I’m at the 
Power Plant almost every day with 
him, telling him what to do, how to 
do it, etc. I try to look out for a lot of 
things that he might not know, if 
only from his inexperience in the 
sport and my longevity.” 

“Jim Powers is a guy who I 
watched for many, many years in 
another organization. I liked him 


then; I liked his style. When he came ' 


here, to WCW, I took it upon myself 
to go to the promoters to say, ‘Hey, 
this is a kid we need to hire because I 
think he would be a big asset to this 
company.’ They listened, and 
I’m glad. Jim Powers has ability, 


credibility and a great attitude. 
There’s nothing that you can ask 
him to do that he won't do. I’m just 
happy that the guy wanted to accept 
me to be his manager, to guide him 
in the right direction.” 

And Long certainly is one to know 
‘The Right Direction.’ If only because 
he’s been down ‘The Crooked Path.’ 

Long started in pro wrestling by 
putting up and taking down the 
ring, earning “absolutely no money,” 
just doing it because “I wanted to 
make it in this business.” It was a 
slow road to success for Long who 
admits he was a “bad kid,” one filled 
with a lot of negative things 
involved in his life — until he turned 
to God for answers. “God brought 
me around; I was able to come to my 
senses, get my head on right and 
start doing positive things, like 
helping young kids.” 

But before turning to religion, 
Long was a WCW referee. A good 
one. At least until dirty money and 
evil forces came his way. Long was 
approached by Kevin Sullivan and 
the late “Hotstuff” Eddie Gilbert to 
“throw” matches. And Long did just 
that. 

“T think they took advantage of 
me because they knew that I wanted 
to live the good life,” Long reflects. 
“I thought I was doing the right 
thing by- turning my back on the 
fans, especially when I cashed those 
big fat paychecks and drove around 
in the big fat limo.” 

But Long was eventually fired as a 
referee by the WCW Board of 
Directors. He then became a 
manager for some of the most 
menacing forces in WCW. 

“Even as I was guiding 
those bad guys, and I was a 
bad guy myself, kids always 
wanted my autograph ... I 
couldn’t understand that. And 
as I started thinking about it, 
I eventually realized that 
maybe [ was in the wrong 
role,” Long said. 

So Long left the sport, 
turned to God and has since 
returned with a keen eye for 
the straight-and-narrow. 

“I don’t like the term 
role-model because, to be a 
role-model, you have to be like 
me ... | don’t want kids to be 
like me; I want them to be 
better than me,” Long said. 
“I'm a mentor, one who sets 


an example for the young kids.” 

Long’s message these days is 
simple and straight-forward: stay 
drug-free, stay in school and get an 
education, and put God first. 

So, Teddy, what about the recent 
actions of referee Nick Patrick? 

“The same thing that’s happened 
to Nick Patrick happened to me ... 
money, cars, homes,” Long began, 
“To this day, I regret selling out. One 
of the biggest mistakes I ever made 
was turning my back on the fans, the 
people who pay my salary.” 

“I still believe Nick Patrick can 
change and become the fine official 
that he once was. I’m hoping, in the 
long-run, that he will turn around. 
And I’m not afraid to sit down and 
talk with Nick Patrick. There’s still 
hope for him, just as there is for 
Hulk Hogan.” 


FAMILY 
TRADITION 


In the space of one year Eddie Guerrero has 
established himself as one of WCW’s premier and most 
popular athletes. He has ensured the continuance of 
the Guerrero legend. Now he has been joined by his 
nephew, Chavo Jr., the legend is set to continue 
onwards and upwards. 
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Gory Guerrero was a wrestling 
promoter in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico, some 20 years ago and, to 
entertain the crowd during 
intermissions, he called upon two 
pint-sized family members: Eddie, 
then 6; and Chavo Jr., then 3. The 
youngsters jumped in the ring and 
wrestled to the best of their ability. 
It was a hilarious scene, a sideshow 
that the fans loved. So much that 
they rarely left their seats. They 
were hooked on these adorable 
wrestling wanna-bes. 

Well, Eddie and Chavo Jr., are 
now the real thing, battling it out 
in the ever-crazy wild world of 
WCW. 

Gory, no doubt, is smiling. 

“Llove it here in WCW. It’s been 
incredible. This is the best 
wrestling organization I have ever 
worked for, even though ... I’ve 
only worked for a couple,” said the 
younger Guerrero, smiling. He 
made his WCW debut this 
summer. “The competition is 
tremendous. The work-ethic and 
talent of the wrestlers is 
tremendous. The matches 
are great.” 

Chavito, as he is known among 
his fellow wrestlers or Vito to his 
family, is now 25 an up-and- 
coming star who already has 
shown the potential that preceded 
him: his father, Chavo; and uncles 
Eddie, Hector and Mando. And, of 
course, the late, great Gory, the 
Hulk Hogan offhis day. Chavito 
has been in there with Ric Flair 
(“that was like a dream come true, 
although I was so nervous”) and, 
at Fall Brawl, Diamond Dallas 
Page, among others. 

“During my career, I wrestled 
most of the Guerreros,” recalls 
Terry Taylor, now a WCW 
front-office executive, “and none 
of them were very big, but they all | 
were very good.” 

“Chavo Jr., has a huge heart and 
fearlessness that will carry him far. 
Jumping into the air and landing 
on someone 20 feet away ... that 
takes some guts. And Chavo 
certainly has guts.” 

Chavito has been a pro for only 
two years, but has extensive 
amateur experience. He was a 
league champion during the late- 


` 1980s in the Garden Grove (CA) . 


School District. He graduated from 
Los Amigos High School in 1988, 
then, the following year, coached 
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Creme, 


at the school with his father. He 
attended Orange Coast College for 
three years, but left before 
receiving his degree to follow his 
wrestling dream. 

“My dad kind of steered 
me (away) from (becoming) a 
professional wrestler because itas a 
very hard life. But, he-always told 
me that, if I did«want to become a 
wrestler, he would help, support 
me-every way possible,” Guerrero 
said. “I want to eventually receive 
my college degree, but, while in 
school, I couldn’t keep my mind 
off wrestling.” 

Not surprising. Just consider 
some of his childhood exploits: 

At Gory’s home in El Paso, 
Texas, there was a wrestling ring in 
the backyard, and Chavito and 
Eddie often took off the third rope 
and had imaginary matches. 

Growing up, Chavito often had 
his cousins, Rebecca and Phyllis, 
act as the crowd for “matches” 
against Eddie. 

When Chavo was involved in a 
bitter feud with Rowdy Roddy 
Piper, he had a “Hair Match” that, 
when he won, allowed him to 
shave Piper’s head..So what did 
Chavito do? He gave his younger 
sister, Victoria, an impromptu 
trim. 

When Chavo went into a match 
with, say, a cut on his forehead, 
Chavito would have his forehead 
bandaged. 

“I've always wanted to be like 
my dad. I have always tried to 
emulate him,” Chavito said. The 


elder Guerrero, now 48 and retired 
from active wrestling, is teaching 
and coaching at a junior high 
school in El Paso. 

“I think my dad is very proud, 
of me and Eddie. He likes to hear 
about the wrestlers, like when, say, 
Randy Savage or Dick Slater tells 
me to say ‘Hello’ to him. He loves 
that because he still feels like he’s 
one of the boys, even though he’s 
been out of the sport for a little 
bit.” 

“Tm sure my grandfather also is 
very proud. He’d be ecstatic, 
thrilled to see both of doing as 
well as we are. He lived and died 
wrestling.” 

In contrast to Chavito and 
Eddie, Gory often was one of the 
most hated wrestlers in the sport. 
Fans, believe it or not, shot at him 
in the ring, and Gory was never 
afraid to challenge a heckler. Even 
if it meant stopping a match.for a 
moment to hit a fan_in the front 
row. Gory’s illustrious career — 
which included matches against 
such greats as Lou Thesz, Gorgeous 
George, Dory Funk, Sr., and Bob 
Orton, Sr., among others — 
culminated with induction into 
the Boxing/Wrestling Hall of Fame 
in Mexico in 1988. 

“Being in WCW is like-a football 
player making it to the NFL,” 
Chavito said. “I’m learning every 
time I’m in that ring. Win or lose. 
It’s great. Especially with the 


competition I’m in there with.” 

“If anyone knows anything 
about the Guerreros, they know 
that we all are mat wrestlers, 
coupled with some high-flying 
mixed in. Eddie has added a lot of 
acrobatics, and I’m trying to do 
the same.” 

Is a Guerrero tag 
imminent? 

Chavito’s ear-to-ear smile gives 
away his answer. 

“Eddie has helped me 
tremendously ... he’s one of my 
idols,” Chavito said. “Even though 
he’s my uncle, we’re more like 
brothers. He’s the big brother I 
neverhad,..and1im.the little 
brother he never had. We did 
everything together as kids, from 
wrestling to playing in the ditch 
behind my grandmother’s house, 
pretending we were being chased 
by alligators.” 

“Eddie is so smooth, so good in 
the ring. I love watching him.” 

Said Eddie, or Ewis as he is 
known to family members, “We’ve 
always talked about being the tag 
team champions of the world ... 
hopefully some day that will come 
true. I’m very excited that he’s 
here in WCW. For being a rookie, I 
think he’s doing great. With the 
Lord’s will, I know he will always 
be safe; that’s most important. I’ll 
always be there to watch his back, 
and I know he'll be there to watch 
mine.” 


team 
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At his home in Florida, 
Jimmy Hart collects 
baseball cards. Not to 
mention basketball, football 
and hockey relics. He has an 
autograph collection that 
numbers in the thousands 
and includes major sports 
stars from every arena. He 
also has memorabilia that 
looks, rightfully so, like it’s 
straight from a team’s 
locker room. 


Hart, you see, is a true collector, one 
who world-renowned collector Barry 
Halper would be proud to know — not 


World Champion 
(WCW) fame and fortune. 

“I've always loved baseball, 
basketball and football having played 
all three sports,” at Treadwell High 
School in Memphis (the same high 
school as Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway) 
during the 1960s, Hart said. “I was a 
wingback who was seventh in the city 
in pass receiving in 1963. I was a 
second baseman on the baseball team 
and a guard on the basketball team.” 

“That’s when I got hooked on sports 
and what led me to collecting sports 
memorabilia.” 

Since, Hart has built one incredible 
collection, which includes cards from 
the early 1900s. His collection includes 
T206 cards of Cy Young and Walter 
Johnson, a 1921 Babe Ruth, a 1933 
Roger Hornsby, a 1934 Lou Gehrig and 
a set of 1938 Churchman Cigarette 
boxing cards. Plus, he has saved a 1948 
Stan Musial, a 1950 Yogi 
Roy Campanella, 1953 
and a 1971 Pete Maravich. In addition, 
Hart has a 1981 Joe Montana, a 1984 
Reggie White (USFL) and a 1986 
Charles Barkley, among others. — 


Wrestling 


“I've always bought a bunch of old 7 


cards, even commons,” Hart said, “I 
never bought things for the investment 
aspect of collecting. | just bought them 
because I liked the card, or I liked the 
player. I think with my heart, not with 
my head, when I buy cards. For 
instance, José Canseco. I bought a 
bunch of his rookie cards, just because 
I’ve always liked him. I always look to 
buy the guys who I liked when I was 
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st the high-pitched manager of 


erra, a 1952 
ckey Mantle _ 


growing up, like Pete Maravich.” 

Hart has cards in mint- and in poor- 
condition. And he likes them all just 
the same. _ 0 ْ 


Onsequently, we’d always make 
trades, like a wrestler’s autograph for 
an autographed item from some of the 
local stars.” 

Hart, for instance, acquired a Mari 
Lemieux-signed stick that way. And As 
the manager for wrestling’s origi 
Hart Foundation (Bret “Hit Man 
and Jim “The Anvil” Neidhärt), he 
often swapped Hart Foundation-signed 
photos. Or, later in his career, Hulk 
Hogan-signed head-bands. 

“The thing I usually do when I get 
to a city, then and/now, is: ask the 


local (wrestling) promoter where some 
of the area card shops a e. Then, during 
the daysf while the wrestlers are 
working out at {he gym, or just 
hanging out in Weir (hotel) rooms, I'd 
go to the shops/to see what I could get. 
I was able to get a lot of stuff, stuff that 
normally you’d have to pay a pretty 
penny for.” | 
“The people at card shops always 
seem fo be wrestling fans, so I’d always 
hear stories along the lines of, /‘Ya 
ow, when: I was a kid, I used to 
watch Gorgeous George or Ed “The 
Strangler” Lewis,’ They always seem to 
appreciate what I am doing now, and 
that means a lot. Plus, the people in 
card shops always ask for my 
autograph, and it’s an honor to be 
asked (to sign). Overall I’d have to say 
that the (shop owners) are pretty 
surprised to see me in their shop.” 
Hart even went to antique shops 
in Europe in search of sports 
memorabilia. “I could never find card 


A 
=~ several game-worn uniforms, including — 


1 


shops overseas,” he said. One time in 
London, Hart snagged some boxing 
cards which now rank among his 
favorite collectibles. 
“Being in the wrestling business 
certainly has helped,” when it comes to 
‘negotiating a price,” Hart said, 
j “because it seems everyone is a 
7 wrestling fan.” 
Hart’s collection also includes 


~ his personal favorite: from the 1986 
Memphis Chicks, the year Bo Jackson 
played there. Particularly because it is 
Hart’s former hometown. Hart, in 
addition, has autographed baseballs 

from Hall of Famers Mickey Mantle, 
Yogi Berra, Bob Feller and Luke 
Appling, among others: 

“Meeting Mickey Mantle was very 
exciting, something Ull never forget,’ 
said Hart, who has a signed football 
from Troy Aikman football, numerous 
Deion Sanders-signed items, relics from 
Shaquille O’Neal and souvenirs from 
George Foreman. 

“A couple of years ago, when I was 
managing Hulk Hogan, I went with 
The Hulkster to Shaq’s home. At Shaq’s 
home is a Hulk jersey and a magazine 
with me and The Hulkster on the 
cover, signed to Shaq. It’s hanging on 
Shaq’s wall; I think that’s pretty 
special.” 

Hart’s collection includes unopened 
packs from 1960-80. Of all major 
sports. His older son (Jimmy, Jr.) is 
quick to mention, from memory, 
which rookie cards “might” be in each 
pack. The elder Hart smiles. 

“Some of my favorite (collectibles) 
are of Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris, 
Yogi Berra and Moose Skowron ... 
because I have been a long-time New 
York Yankees fan,” said Hart, who 


participates in George Steinbrenner’s 
annual Christmas-time gala for 
children. “I also like older basketball, 
football and baseball cards, and — 
believe it or not — collecting Wheaties 
boxes. Basically, I like anything from 
my era, anything I grew up with back 
in the 1950s and 1960s. I guess I’m 
kind of a nostalgic person. I don’t 
really care too much for the new stuff 
because they flood the market with 
that stuff.” ; 

Hart is a willing signer by mail, 
particularly because “I wouldn’t mind 
standing in line (for an autograph) 


Hart, a father of two (Jimmy Jr., and 
Jerry), added, “If your kid is working 
and wants to spend his earnings on 
trading cards, or to buy an autograph, I 
don’t think parents should be upset ... 
it’s a lot better than wanting to spend 
the money on a bag of dope.” 

Hart’s collection includes limited 
wrestling’ memorabilia. He has 
Gorgeous George cards (“I really love 
those”) and cards of Dory Funk, Sr., 
and Lou Thesz, among others. He also 
has wrestling albums, framed plaques 
from videos, 0 size statues of Hulk 


from some of the superstars of 


yesteryear. ” And, he has even asked for 


autographs on airplanes. 


“I can see-a guy who played ce 
basketball, football, hockey or baseball 


years ago charging for their autograph, 
mainly when you look at what they 
earned as compared with today’s 
athletes’ (salaries),” Hart said. “I think 
the retired players should have a right 
to charge (for their autograph) because, 
remember, you don’t have to get the 
player’s signature at a show — you can 
just go (to the show) and see the 
person.” 

“Sure, other people might see it 
from a different perspective, but, hey, 
maybe that’s the only way a person can 
make money ... by signing his name. 


Charging for autographs is a touchy 
situation, that’s for sure.” = 
“Today’s athletes, when they charge 
these high prices for their signatures at 
Lthink that’s ridiculous.” 


card shows .«.. 


“y he one wrestling. elated item that 1 
don’t have which I now wish I did is: 
signed pictures of everyone I ever 
managed. The one sports-related item 
that I don’t have which I wish I had is: 
something signed by Michael Jordan, 
like a game-worn jersey or shoe.” 

The most sought-after Hart-related 
relic is the megaphones he uses to 
“encourage” his wrestlers. Hart has 
about 30 different per year and most, 
when he’s done with them, are 
donated to charity for auctions. The 


top prize paid for a Hart megaphone: 
- $470. Ha s colorful outfits, 


aent, also is 
regularly donated to charities, such as 
the Make A Wish Foundation. 


his version 
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he feud that lingers between 
Dean Malenko and Rey 
Mysterio, Jr., is not filled with 
hatred. It’s no where near the 
Hulk Hogan-Randy Savage war. Not 
even close. Those two mega powers 
have pure disdain for one another 
and will settle their differences — or 
at least try to — on Oct. 27, in the 
main event of Halloween Havoc, live 
from the MGM Grand Hotel in Las 
Vegas, Nev. On. that same card, 
Malenko and Mysterio will match 
wits. The mat specialist meets the 
high-flyer. Malenko vs. Mysterio has 
Match of the Year potential. 
“This match is a great contrast in 
styles,” Malenko says in the locker 
room at Disney/MGM Studio, his 


face as intense as ever. “I’ve done 
a lot of wrestling in Japan, where … 


mat-wrestling is commonpl 
on the other hand, has sp 
his professional caree 
where they do a lot of high-flying.” 
“When the two of us are in the 
ring against one another, it’s all 
about who makes the most mistakes. 
I can’t compete on his level as far as 
flying, and I don’t try to. And I don’t 
think he can.compete with me on 
the mat. That’s why I try to bring 
him down to the mat which is my 
fo my specialty. And he, no 


E 


doubt, will try to turn the match 
into an air show.” 

Malenko has been eyeing his 
return match for several months. He 
has even gone so far as to scout 
Mysterio during several Monday 
Nitro matches during the months 
leading up to Halloween Havoc. 
Malenko would walk down the ramp 
that leads to the ring and observe, 
charting mental notes of every 
Mysterio move. 

“I study a lot of wrestling — on 
video tape and in person — just 
hoping to find one flaw that I can 
capitalize on,” Malenko said. “I will 
continue to watch Mysterio until I 
know numerous flaws in his game. I 
already have seen several things that 


I will add to my arsenal to attack 


him.” (He would not reveal to WCW 


` Magazine possible flaws in Mysterio’s 


gameplan, or how he will adjust his 
approach because of what he has 
seen from Mysterio.) 

The question remains, is Mysterio 
showing all when Malenko is 
watching? Maybe he too is playing 
mind-games? You bet, says the 
reigning Cruiserweight Champion. 

“Since I know Dean is always 
watching me, studying me, I don’t 
pull out all of my moves in one 
match,” he said, smiling. 

The Malenko-Mysterio feud dates 
back to the summer-time Great 
American Bash in Baltimore, and the 
Monday Nitro 24 hours later. Then, 
about a month later, it hit full speed 
when Mysterio defeated Malenko on 
a Monday Nitro in Orlando to capture 
rweight title. 

1 in the ring against 
en looking for the ropes 


(which forces him to break a hold) 
because I know I cannot out-wrestle 
him on the mat,” Mysterio admits. 
“He knows a lot, an awful lot. And I 
respect him for that.” 

Respect is, no doubt, the underlying 
theme for this match. Each knows 
the other is a master of their style, 
that one miscue can cost the match. 
That’s why Malenko has been 
watching Mysterio in person, and 
why Mysterio has sought help from 
some of the "older Mexican 
wrestlers” who are mat technicians. 
(Mysterio would not reveal which 
“older Mexican wrestlers” just in case 
Malenko heard the names and might 
have an added advantage of sorts.) 

“T1 ve said it before and Ll say it 
again, I enjoy wrestling the best. Rey 
Mysterio, Jr., certainly is one of the 
best in this sport. Wrestling someone 
like Rey brings out the best in me,” 
Malenko said. “Unfortunately, Rey is 
one-of-a-kind. There are no wrestlers 
of his caliber anywhere in this sport, 
people who do what he does in the 
ring. So I don’t have anyone to 
practice against; that makes it very 
difficult for me.” 

“My specialty is capitalizing on 
someone else’s mistakes ... hopefully 
that’s what I'll be able to do against 
Rey.” 

So who really has the advantage 
in this battle? 

Malenko, it appears on paper, 
considering he has the advantage in 
strength, stamina and experience. 
However, Malenko mu 1 
Mysterio if he wants. 
the Cruiserweight title, anc 
pin him twice seeing t 
pay-per-view war is a two-o 
three encounter. Mysterio, it seems 


pre-game strategy having been able 
to practice Malenko’s style. 

“1 would have to make Dean 
Malenko the slight favorite, but by 


enters the match with a better 


the slightest of margins,” said WCW 
broadcaster Mike Tenay. 

WCW Magazine Editor Colin 
Bowman is a huge fan of both men. 
He told us, “Dean certainly has the 
advantage over Rey in the weight 
and strength departments, but 
Mysterio is the most 
durable wrestler I have ever 
seen. No matter the 
amount of punishment 
inflicted on him, he always 
finds a way back. This time 
though, if Dean can resist 
the temptation to drag out 
the match just to punish 
Mysterio, he should 
once again emerge as the 
champion.” 

Said Mysterio, “It will be 
very hard for me if Dean 
gets the upper-hand; the 
ressure then will be on 
ne n Mexico we do a lot 
Vo-out-of-three fall 


Eddie Guerrero has been in the ring 
with Malenko and has studied 
Mysterio for years. “This match will 
be a classic, a show-stealer,” Guerrero 
said. 1 

2 مس ا يي‎ 
for the ages. 


this will re a -e 
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Nitro T-Shirt. 
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Look RED HOT with the brand new “WCW Ship to: 
Monday Nitro” t-shirt. All new design on Name 
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WCW Hog Wild T-Shirt. 
Commemorate the first WCW Hog Wild 

Pay-Per-View event with our official WCW 
Hog Wild t-shirt. 100% cotton black shirt 
with WCW and wings on front left chest. (FL, GA only) State Sales Tax 
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Full logo is on back of shirt. (See chart) Shipping & Handling 
Size XL only. $21.95 #PHW 601 
Source Code: Summer ‘26 TOTAL $ 
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Credit Card Number 
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cotton, gray. Sizes M, L, Name on Credit Card 
i $19.95 #WCW 003 Signature 


Send order form to: WCW Merchandise, P.O. Box 30678 
Tampa, FL 33630-0678 


Add th iat t for each Ship To address. 
Re Sea pee Oe Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
under $25.00 add $5.95 


$25.00 - $50.00 add $7.95 Overnight delivery will be standard shipping 
$50.01 -$75.00 add $8.95 plus $8.50. Alaska and Hawaï add $16.00 
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WCW Action Figures. 

Collect all the WCW action figures and 
Tag Teams to create your own matche 
Individuals: $6.95 Tag Teams: $12.9: 


WCW Posters. 


- 

y Create your own wall of fame with these 
superstar posters by Photofile. 24”x 35”. 

j $6.95 each. Randy Savage #MMN 061 

i Sting #STG 061 


Please specify for individuals: 
WCW Logo Hat. Sting #STG 060, Hulk Hogan #HHG 0 


Acrylic/wool blend w/ adj. snap back. Gray embroidered Ric Flair #FLR 060, Jimmy Hart #HRT ( 
WCW logo with red trim. “Where The Big Boys Play” on back Please specify for Tag Teams: 
in gray. $14.95 #WCW 002 The Nasty Boys #NAS 060, 


1 Harlem Heat #HHT 0 
Big Boys Jacket. 


The all new WCW jacket from GEAR for Sports® features 


embroidered “WCW Where the Big Boys Play” logo on front WCW Motorsports Golf Shirt 
left chest. 100% nylon shell. Black. Poly/cotton lining. Finish ahead of the pack with the all n 
Sizes S, M, L, XL $74.95. Add $6.00 for XXL. #WCW 008 Official WCW Motorsports golf shirt. 11 


cotton white pique witt 
IV Horseman checkered flag collar. 
T-Shirt. Embroidered logo on € 

Sizes S, M, L, XL. $39.95 
The IV Horseman are XXL add $5.00 Í #MTR 00 


back and riding 
higher than ever! 
Black tee with full 
screened! logo 
on front. 100% 
pre-shrunk 
cotton. 

Sizes XL only. 
$21.95 
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Lalgary, with 


Pittsburgh and St. Le J co played 73 

games for the expansion Los Angeles Kings 

that winter, a team that finished 31-33-10. 

He played 76 games the following year, then 

75 during the 1969-70 campaign, which 

he split between Los Angeles and the 
New York Rangers. 

On Nov. 9, 1970, early into Jericho’s first 

full season with the Rangers, he became 

a father to 

Lionheart” 

Chris Jericho. 

Jericho went 

on to play 724 

regular-season 

games in the 

NHL over 10 

seasons, mostly 

with New 

York, He 

played his 

a 


professional vrei it’s the most exciting 
place to be, unquestionably. Just look at the 
locker rooms, there are so many years of 
experience inside those doors,” said Jericho, 
he of the ever-flowing golden locks, pearly 
whites and bronzed bod. “The one thing 
you can expect from Chris Jericho every 
time he steps into the ring is, a 100 percent 
effort. | always want to make sure the fans 
enjoy my wrestling.” 

The 6-foot, 225-pound Jericho has been 
wrestling professionally for six years, in 
Japan, Mexico and Canada, among other 
places. Hence his mix of hard-hitting 
(Japan) and aerial (Mexico) attacks. Jericho 
is part-Chris Benoit, part-Eddie Guerrero. 

“Vm Very thankful I’ve had the 
Opportunity to work in so many different 
countries, to learn from all of those places; 
it’s been very helpful,” he said. “I’m not 
afraid to step in the ting against anyone. Be 


tis Benoit, Hugh 


f wrestlin 
fit for WCW. 
ig things from 


in full s ide, then i. bale 
onto his opponent. 

“I have it down-pat so I hit it 99. 
percent of the time,” Jericho said. 

Have you ever missed the rope? 

“Oh God, yes,” he said, smiling. “There 
have been a couple of matches when I 
missed the rope, fell backward, landing on 
my head and, consequently, lost the 
match.” 

Jericho made his pay-per-view debut 
at Fall Brawl, against long-time rival and 
sometime friend Chris Benoit of The Four 
Horsemen, 

“It was a hard-fought match, a true test 
of what I could do in WCW,” Jericho said, 
“Benoit probably is one of the toughest 
opponents I could have faced in my first 
pay-per-view appearance, but I felt like | 
fought to the best of my ability. Just because 
this one match is over does not mean things 


are settled between Chris Benoit and ee 0 
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